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Three Girls from Bronzeville
A Uniquely American Memoir of Race, Fate, and Sisterhood
By Dawn Turner
Tragic and beautiful, this braided memoir 
chronicles the circumstances that lead author 
Dawn, her younger sister Kim, and their childhood 
friend Debra down different life paths. Raised 
during the 1970’s by strong Black women in 
Bronzeville, a historic neighborhood on the south 
side of Chicago, Turner provides a fascinating 
familial history centering on the effects of 
The  Great Migration. Following the shifting social, political, and economic 
landscape of Bronzeville and the journeys the girls take is a compelling and 
important demonstration on the ways in which environment dictates life choices.
For fans of The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace and Heavy
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The Inheritance of Orquídea Divina
A Novel
By Zoraida Córdova
When the Montoya family’s beloved matriarch, 
Orquídea Divina, invites them to her funeral to 
collect their inheritance, they hope to uncover 
her closely guarded secrets. Instead, they are left 
with more questions, not answers. Years later, the 
family is haunted by a hidden figure that begins to pick them off one by one, and 
the remaining descendants must unite to protect their family and reclaim their 
power. This novel is gorgeous, and the prose will instantly transport you to this 
mysterious and magical world. I flew through these pages, as I was as desperate as 
Orquídea’s grandchildren to discover the truth behind her secrecy and her magic. 
This is an enchanting novel that is perfect for book clubs and readers seeking a 
little adventure. 
For fans of The Immortalists and Mexican Gothic
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Cloud Cuckoo Land
A Novel
By Anthony Doerr 
As easy as this engrossing epic was to read, I 
savored it slowly, so as better to understand and 
appreciate all of the intertwining storylines of 
the multi-faceted characters. Jumping back-and-
forth between 1453 Constantinople; the last-half 
of the twentieth century; and decades into the 
future, readers will be drawn in by the lives of 
these richly-drawn and sympathetic characters. I ran through a variety of emotions 
as I went on this journey alongside the protagonists: I gasped, I cheered, I cried. 
Dedicated to “the librarians then, now, and in the years to come,” Cloud Cuckoo 
Land is a series of love-letters to the power of stories, the beauty of our own 
mortality, and what all humans owe to each other. 
For fans of Cloud Atlas and All the Light We Cannot See

Smile
The Story of a Face
By Sarah Ruhl
Memoir is my favorite genre, so it isn’t a surprise 
that I selected Smile by Sarah Ruhl for my staff 
pick this season. Reading other people’s life stories 
always makes me feel less alone in my struggles. 
I appreciated Sarah’s personal reflections on 
motherhood, feminism, religion, modern medicine, 
and career. I laughed, cried, and celebrated her triumphs while learning a good 
amount of history along the way! I highly recommend it for your fall TBR list!
For fans of The Argonauts and Everything Happens for a Reason
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On Animals
By Susan Orlean
Susan Orlean—the beloved New Yorker staff 
writer hailed as “a national treasure” by The 
Washington Post and the author of the New York 
Times bestseller The Library Book—gathers a 
lifetime of musings, meditations, and in-depth 
profiles about animals. Equal parts delightful and 
profound, enriched by Orlean’s stylish prose and 
precise research, these stories celebrate the 
meaningful cross-species connections that grace 
our collective existence.
For fans of The Library Book and This is the Story of 
a Happy Marriage 

Anticipation
A Novel
By Melodie Winawer
From the author of the “engrossing historical 
epic” (Booklist) The Scribe of Siena comes a 
thrilling tale set in the crumbling city of Mystras, 
Greece, in which a scientist’s vacation with her 
young son quickly turns into a fight for their 
lives after they cross paths with a man out of 
time. Blending the historical romance of Diana 
Gabaldon, the rich detail of Philippa Gregory’s 
novels, and Dan Brown’s fast-paced suspense, 
Anticipation is a thrilling and satisfying read like 
no other.
For fans of The Miniaturist and Outlander

The Charm Offensive
A Novel
By Alison Cochrun
Dev has spent his career crafting fairy tales as 
a producer on the long-running reality dating 
show Ever After. But he might be in over his head 
when the show casts disgraced tech wunderkind 
and anti-Prince Charming Charlie as its star, who 
only agreed to the show as a last-ditch effort to 
rehabilitate his image. As Dev fights to get Charlie 
to connect with the contestants, they begin to 
open up to each other, and Charlie realizes he 
has better chemistry with Dev than with any of 
his female co-stars. But in the age of carefully 
scripted reality TV, will their love story be told? 
For fans of Red, White, & Royal Blue and One to 
Watch

Eight Perfect Hours 
A Novel
By Lia Louis
In this romantic and heartwarming novel, two 
strangers meet in chance circumstances during a 
blizzard and spend one perfect evening together, 
thinking they’ll never see each other again. But 
fate seems to have different plans. From the 
acclaimed author of the “swoon-worthy…rom-
com” (The Washington Post) Dear Emmie Blue. 
With plenty of charming twists and turns and Lia 
Louis’s “bold, standout voice” (Gillian McAllister, 
author of The Good Sister), Eight Perfect Hours 
is a gorgeously crafted novel that will make you 
believe in the power of fate.
For fans of The Flatshare and This Time Next Year 

Forgiving Paris
A Novel 
By Karen Kingsbury
In Paris, Alice is having dinner with her son and 
his girlfriend, an American girl. Alice tells them 
how different her life was two decades ago, 
when her drug addiction nearly killed her. Then, 
a conversation with an American artist named 
Ashley changed everything. Back in Indiana, 
Ashley and her husband are leaving for a trip 
to Paris. Just before they go, Ashley gets a call 
from her niece, who explains that her boyfriend’s 
mother told her about meeting an American 
named Ashley. “Could that be you?” When Alice 
and Ashley meet, a flood of memories comes 
for both women. Can this new information bring 
forgiveness and closure? 
For fans of Every Breath and Cottage by the Sea

Game On
Tempting Twenty-Eight
By Janet Evanovich
The twenty-eighth book in the irresistible 
Stephanie Plum series from #1 New York Times 
bestselling author Janet Evanovich.
For fans of A Minute to Midnight and Fortune and 
Glory

Grave Reservations
A Novel
By Cherie Priest
Meet Leda Foley: devoted friend, struggling travel 
agent, and inconsistent psychic. When Leda, sole 
proprietor of Foley’s Flights of Fancy, impulsively 
re-books Seattle PD detective Grady Merritt’s 
flight, her life changes in ways she couldn’t have 
predicted. After watching his original plane blow 
up from the safety of the airport, Grady realizes 
that Leda’s special abilities could help him with a 
cold case he just can’t crack. Leda agrees, hoping 
she can also help solve her late fiance’s murder. 
Leda and Grady set out to catch a killer—and 
learn how the two cases that haunt them have 
more in common than they ever suspected.
For fans of The Sun Down Motel and The Invited 

The Last Dance of the Debutantes
A Novel
By Julia Kelly
The author of the “sweeping, stirring, and 
heartrending” (Kristin Harmel, author of The 
Room on Rue Amélie) The Light Over London 
returns with a masterful, glittering novel that 
whisks you to midcentury Britain as it follows 
three of the last debutantes to be presented to 
Queen Elizabeth II. With her signature “intricate, 
tender, and convincing” (Publishers Weekly) 
storytelling, Julia Kelly weaves an unforgettable 
tale of female friendship amid the twilight days of 
Britain’s grand coming out balls.
For fans of The Last Garden in England and 
The Swans of Fifth Avenue
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State of Terror
A Novel
By Hillary Rodham Clinton and Louise Penny
State of Terror is a unique and utterly compelling 
international thriller cowritten by Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, the sixty-seventh secretary of state, and 
Louise Penny, a multiple award-winning #1 New 
York Times bestselling novelist.
For fans of If It Bleeds and The President is Missing 

Taste
My Life Through Food 
By Stanley Tucci
Stanley Tucci grew up in an Italian American 
family that spent every night around the kitchen 
table. He shared the magic of those meals with us 
in The Tucci Cookbook and The Tucci Table, and 
now he takes us beyond the savory recipes and 
into the compelling stories behind them. Written 
with Stanley’s signature wry humor, Taste is for 
fans of Bill Buford, Gabrielle Hamilton, and Ruth 
Reichl—and anyone who knows the power of a 
home-cooked meal.
For fans of The Tucci Cookbook and Love, Loss, and 
What We Ate 

The Veiled Throne
Book #3 of The Dandelion Dynasty
By Ken Liu
With the invasion of Dara complete, and the 
Wall of Storms breached, the world has opened 
to new possibilities for the gods and peoples of 
both empires as the sweeping saga of the award-
winning Dandelion Dynasty continues in this third 
book of the “magnificent fantasy epic” (NPR).
For fans of The Grace of Kings and Black Leopard, 
Red Wolf

Watergate
A New History
By Garrett M. Graff
From the New York Times bestselling author of 
The Only Plane in the Sky, the first definitive 
narrative history of Watergate, exploring the 
full scope of the scandal through the politicians, 
investigators, journalists, and informants who 
made it the most influential political event of 
our modern era. Grippingly told, meticulously 
researched, and featuring new details and 
never-told stories, Watergate is the defining, 
behind-the-scenes look at the era that upended 
the course of American politics—and life—as we 
knew it.
For fans of The Only Plane in the Sky and 
Nixonland

A Little Hope
A Novel
By Ethan Joella
A deeply moving, life-affirming novel about 
residents in a small Connecticut town facing 
everyday fears and desires—a lost love, a stalled 
career, a diagnosis—that pulls at the heartstrings 
and provides hope, for readers of Olive Kitteridge. 
An emotionally powerful debut that immerses 
the reader into a community of friends, family, 
and neighbors, A Little Hope celebrates the 
importance of small moments of connection and 
the ways that love and forgiveness can help us 
survive even the most difficult of life’s challenges.
For fans of Olive, Again and Evvie Drake Starts 
Over

The Magician
A Novel
By Colm Tóibín
In a stunning marriage of research and 
imagination, Tóibín explores the heart and mind 
of a writer whose gift is unparalleled and whose 
life is driven by a need to belong and the anguish 
of illicit desire. The Magician is an intimate, 
astonishingly complex portrait of Thomas Mann, 
his magnificent and complex wife Katia, and the 
times in which they lived—the first world war, 
the rise of Hitler, World War II, the Cold War, 
and exile. This is a man and a family fiercely 
engaged by the world, profoundly flawed, and 
unforgettable.
For fans of Mad, Bad, Dangerous to Know and 
The Dutch House

The Nameless Ones
A Thriller
By John Connolly
In Amsterdam, four bodies, violently butchered, 
are discovered in a canal house, the remains of 
friends and confidantes of the assassin known 
only as Louis. The men responsible for the 
murders are Serbian war criminals who believe 
they can escape retribution. They are wrong, for 
Louis has come to Europe to hunt them down: five 
killers to be found and punished before they can 
vanish into thin air. There is just one problem: the 
sixth. The Nameless Ones is an unputdownable 
thriller that will keep you on the edge of your seat.
For fans of If She Wakes and Cemetery Road 

The Night She Disappeared
A Novel
By Lisa Jewell
From the #1 New York Times bestselling author 
of Then She Was Gone and The Family Upstairs 
comes another riveting work of psychological 
suspense Harlan Coben calls “her best thriller 
yet.” A web of people’s lives are forever changed 
in the wake of a young couple’s disappearance. 
With her signature “rich, dark, and intricately 
twisted” (Ruth Ware, New York Times bestselling 
author) prose, Lisa Jewell has crafted a dazzling 
work of suspense that will keep on the edge of 
your seat until the final page.
For fans of Then She Was Gone and Nine Perfect 
Strangers
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We Are Not Like Them
A Novel
By Christine Pride and Jo Piazza 
Told from alternating perspectives, a lifelong 
friendship between two women, one Black and 
one white, is tested when a police shooting 
connects them in ways they could have never 
expected—a powerful and poignant exploration 
of race in America today. “Empathetic, riveting, 
and authentic” (Laura Dave, bestselling author 
of The Last Thing He Told Me), We Are Not Like 
Them explores complex questions of race and 
how they pervade and shape our most intimate 
spaces in a deeply divided world.
For fans of An American Marriage and Small Great 
Things

When Can We Go Back to America
Voices of Japanese American Incarceration during WWII
By Susan H. Kamei 
Foreword by Norman Y. Mineta 
In the vein of They Called Us Enemy comes a 
powerful new book that recounts the experience 
of Japanese American incarceration during World 
War II from the perspective of the young people 
affected.
For fans of Fly Girls and A Place to Belong

Wish You Were Gone
By Kieran Scott 
Emma Walsh’s looks-great-on-the-outside 
marriage is at the breaking point, and she’s 
finally worked up the courage to confront her 
husband James about his drinking—but James 
never shows up to meet her as planned, and 
the next time Emma sees James, he’s dead of a 
fatal car crash. Emma struggles to deal with her 
grief, complicated by the knowledge that James’s 
legacy as an upstanding business owner and 
family man shines only because so many people 
were so willing, for so long, to keep his secrets—
secrets that twist into new and unexpected 
shapes as the mysterious details of his last day of 
life begin to come to light.
For fans of The Couple Next Door and The Wife 
Between Us

World War C
Lessons from the Covid-19 Pandemic and How to Prepare for the 
Next One
By Sanjay Gupta with Kristin Loberg 
CNN chief medical correspondent Sanjay Gupta, 
MD, offers an accessible, data-packed answer to 
our biggest questions about Covid-19: What have 
we learned about this pandemic and how can we 
prepare for—or prevent—the next one? World 
War C will give you hope for the future along with 
real information that leaves you more resilient 
and secure.
For fans of Keep Sharp and Spillover 

Both/And
A Life in Many Worlds
By Huma Abedin
In this beautifully written and propulsive memoir, 
Huma Abedin—Hillary Clinton’s famously private 
top aide and longtime adviser—emerges from 
the wings of American political history to take 
command of her own story. “This journey has 
led me through exhilarating milestones and 
devastating setbacks,” said Abedin. “I have walked 
both with great pride and in overwhelming shame. 
It is a life I am—more than anything—enormously 
grateful for and a story I look forward to sharing.”
For fans of The Truths We Hold and 
What Happened 
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The Book of Magic
A Novel
By Alice Hoffman
Be transported back to the Owens’s family in the 
epic conclusion to the Practical Magic series. 
Return to your favorite characters and Alice 
Hoffman’s spellbinding and lyrical prose as the 
Owens women fight to save a young man from 
the curse of love. Hoffman’s writing is timeless, and so full of beauty. As an avid 
Practical Magic fan, coming back to these characters and their lives in The Book of 
Magic holds the same emotions as coming home from a long journey away to find 
both nothing and everything has changed.
For fans of Practical Magic and A Discovery of Witches
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