
A Story, a Story
Written and illustrated by Gail E. Haley
HC: 9780689205118 
PB: 9780689712012 • Aladdin

K-1 Text Exemplars, Read-Aloud Stories 
Lexile: AD590L

Zin! Zin! Zin! A Violin
Written by Lloyd Moss 
Illustrated by Marjorie Priceman
HC:  9780671882396  
PB: 9780689835247 • Aladdin
K-1 Text Exemplars, Read-Aloud Poetry 
Lexile:  AD730L

K-1 Text Exemplars

A Weed is a Flower
The Life of George Washington Carver 
Written and illustrated by Aliki
HC: 9780671661182  
PB: 9780671664909 • Aladdin
K-1 Text Exemplars, Informational Texts 
Lexile:  AD640L

The Year At Maple Hill Farm
Written and illustrated by  
Alice and Martin Provensen
HC: 9780689306426  
PB: 9780689845000 • Aladdin
K-1 Text Exemplars, Read-Aloud  
Informational Texts • Lexile: 560L

Henry and Mudge: The First Book
Written by Cynthia Rylant 
Illustrated by Suçie Stevenson
HC: 9780689810046
PB: 9780689810053
Spanish: 9780689806841 • Simon Spotlight 
Grades 2-3 Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile:  460L

Grades 2-3

The Lighthouse Family:  
The Storm
Written by Cynthia Rylant 
Illustrated by Preston McDaniels
HC: 9780689848803  
PB: 9780689848827
S&S Books for Young Readers
Grades 2-3 Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 700L

Moonshot
Written and illustrated by Brian Floca
HC: 9781416950462
Atheneum Books for Young Readers
Grades 2-3 Text Exemplars, Informational 
Texts • Lexile:  AD990L

Classroom & School  
Library Essentials:
Common Core Text Exemplars  
from Simon & Schuster

What is a Lexile® Measure?
A child’s grade level and reading ability are two different things. That’s why a Lexile® 
measure determines the child’s ability based on reading comprehension, not grade level. 

  The Lexile measure of a book is a based on factors related to semantic (word) 
difficulty and sentence complexity. Lexile® and the Lexile® logo are trademarks of 
MetaMetrics, Inc. and are registered in the United States and abroad. 

Lexile is the preferred measure of reading level under the CCSS.  Teachers are encouraged 
to use the recommended Lexile ranges for grade levels to select books for classroom use. 
For more information about Lexile measures, visit Lexile.com.

“MetaMetrics is proud to be an ‘Endorsing Partner’ of the Common Core State Standards 
Initiative...Based on MetaMetrics research, the Common Core Standards provide text 
complexity grade bands and associated Lexile bands that are intended to put students 
on a college- and career-ready trajectory. These grade and Lexile bands are the basis for 
determining at what text complexity level students should be reading—and at which 
grades—to help ensure they are ultimately prepared for the reading demands of college 
and careers.”

Grades 11-CCR 
continued

1776
Written by David McCullough
HC: 9780743226714
TP: 9780743226721
Illustrated Edition: 9781416542100
Simon & Schuster
Grades 11-CCR Text Exemplars, Informational 
Texts: History/Social Studies 
Lexile: 1300L

Hamlet
Written by William Shakespeare
TP: 9781451669411
MM: 9780743477123 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 11-CCR Text Exemplars, Drama 
Lexile: NP

Walden 
(This edition includes  
Civil Disobedience)
Written by Henry David Thoreau
MM: 9780743487726 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 11-CCR Text Exemplars,  
Informational Texts: English  
Language Arts 
Lexile: 1340L
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The Scarlet Letter
Written by Nathaniel Hawthorne
MM: 9780743487566 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 11-CCR Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 1340L

The Great Gatsby
Written by F. Scott Fitzgerald
HC: 9780684830421 
TP: 9780743273565 • Scribner
Grades 11-CCR Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 1070L

A Farewell to Arms
Written by Ernest Hemingway
HC: 9780684837888 
HC: 9781451658163 
TP: 9780684801469 • Scribner
Grades 11-CCR Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 730L

The titles listed here can be found in the Common Core State Standard’s English  
Language Arts Appendix B. CoreStandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf

The Common Core documents include sample books or “Exemplar Texts” & texts  
illustrating the complexity, quality, and range of student reading for grades  
K–5 and 6-12.  

A digital catalog of these titles can be found at:  
Catalog.SimonandSchuster.com/?cid=7031

http://Lexile.com
http://www.corestandards.org/about-the-standards/common-core-endorsing-partners
http://www.facebook.com/SSEdLib
http://twitter.com/SSEdLib
CoreStandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf
Catalog.SimonandSchuster.com/%3Fcid%3D7031
https://catalog.simonandschuster.com/?cid=7031


Grades 6-8

Little Women
Written by Louisa May Alcott
MM: 9781416599715 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 6-8 Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 1300L

Little Women
Written by Louisa May Alcott
TP: 9780689835315 • Aladdin
Grades 6-8 Text Exemplars, Stories
Lexile: 1300L

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
Written by Mark Twain
TP: 9780689842245  • Aladdin
Grades 6-8 Text Exemplars, Stories
Lexile: 970L

The Adventures  
of Tom Sawyer
Written by Mark Twain
MM: 9781416500223 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 6-8 Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 970L

The Dark is Rising
Written by Susan Cooper
HC: 9780689303173
PB: 9780689829833
Margaret K. McElderry Books
Grades 6-8 Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 920L

William Butler Yeats: Selected 
Poems and Four Plays 
(Includes exemplar text “The Song of 
Wandering Aengus”) 
Written by William Butler Yeats
TP: 9780684826462 • Scribner
Grades 6-8 Text Exemplars, Poetry

I, Too, Am America
Written by Langston Hughes 
Illustrated by Bryan Collier
HC: 9781442420083
S&S Books for Young Readers
Grades 6-8 Text Exemplars, Poetry 
Lexile: AD390L

Narrative of the Life of  
Frederick Douglass
Written by Frederick Douglass 
MM: 9780743487771 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 6-8 Text Exemplars, Informational  
Texts: English Language Arts • Lexile: 460L

Grades 4-5

alice’s adventures in  
wonderland and through  
the looking-glass
Written by Lewis Carroll
MM: 9781439169476 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 4-5 Text Exemplars, Stories
Lexile: 980L

The Secret Garden
Written by Frances Hodgson Burnett
TP: 9780689831416 • Aladdin
Grades 4-5 Text Exemplars, Stories
Lexile: 970L

M.C. Higgins, the Great
Written by Virginia Hamilton
HC: 9780689830747 
PB: 9781416914075
S&S Books for Young Readers
Grades 4-5 Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 630L

Alice’s Adventures  
in Wonderland
Written by Lewis Carroll
TP: 9780689833755 • Aladdin
Grades 4-5 Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile:  980L

Grades 11-CCR

The Canterbury Tales
Written by Geoffrey Chaucer
MM: 9780671727697 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 11-CCR Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: NP

Pride and Prejudice
Written by Jane Austen
MM: 9780743487597 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 11-CCR Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 1060L

Jane Eyre
Written by Charlotte Brontë
MM: 9781416500247 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 11-CCR Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 890L

Grades 9-10

The Odyssey
Written by Homer
MM: 9781416500360 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 9-10  Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 1050L

Fahrenheit 451
Written by Ray Bradbury
HC: 9781451673265
TP: 9781451673319 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 9-10  Text Exemplars, Stories 
Lexile: 890L

Macbeth
Written by William Shakespeare
TP: 9780743482790
TP with DVD: 9781439172254
MM: 9780743477109 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 9-10 Text Exemplars, Drama 
Lexile: NP

The Raven 
(This edition includes other writings)
Written by Edgar Allan Poe
TP: 9780689863523 • Aladdin
Grades 9-10 Text Exemplars, Poetry 
Lexile: 1220L

Shakespeare’s Sonnets 
(Includes exemplar text “Sonnet 73”)
Written by William Shakespeare
MM: 9780671722876 • Simon & Schuster
Grades 9-10 Text Exemplars, Poetry 
Lexile: NP
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